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A house with a secret
Andrew Pyper’s
new thriller is set in
a fictional town much
like his native Stratford
THE GUARDIANS
by Andrew Pyper (Doubleday Canada,
353 pages, $29.95 hardcover)

Andrew Pyper

By Eugene McCarthy

T

here is a whiff of Stephen King in this
latest novel by Andrew Pyper, a Stratford
native who now lives and writes in Toronto.
The story is vaguely reminiscent of one of
King’s novellas, The Body, which became the
basis for the 1986 Hollywood movie Stand By
Me. But the resemblance ends with the simple fact that both involve four teenage boys —
and that a corpse figures in both stories.
In The Guardians, Pyper delivers an intriguing tale of mystery and horror set in a
small Ontario community.
The town of Grimshaw, like many others,
has an abandoned house that the four high
school friends consider haunted. They are
all members of their school hockey team,
called the Guardians.
Their suspicions are borne out when
strange things around the property are observed by one of the boys, who keeps a constant watch from his home across the street.

NON-FICTION

The disappearance of a young, female
teacher from their school leads to some unexpected behaviour on the part of the boys
involving another teacher and to some further involvement with the house that
prompts a pact of secrecy among the four
friends.
Some 40 years then pass in which the four
go their separate ways. But a reunion takes
place following the suicide of one of their
number, a man who has been keeping a constant watch on the house from his own home
across the street — and once again the haunted property becomes a focus of concern for
the remaining three.
Pyper tells the story through one of them,
Trevor, who in adulthood has developed
Parkinson’s disease and who also is rekindling a romantic relationship with a former
school friend.
The tale is told with events from the past

outlined in “memory diary” form and the
present-day story described in straight narration. This may prove irksome to readers
who prefer straight-line plots, but it doesn’t
detract from the growing sense of dread and
suspense, which builds almost to the novel’s
final pages.
Pyper has many local connections. He was
a writer-in-residence with the Kitchener
Public Library in 2003. He has given local
readings on numerous occasions, including
the Eden Mills Writers Festival and the Word
on the Street book festival in Kitchener, and
some of his work has been published in The
New Quarterly, produced at St. Jerome’s
University in Waterloo.
While Grimshaw is a fictional setting (it
probably is based on Pyper’s native Stratford), local readers will identify with its general location and there are references to specific area communities such as Seaforth.
At one point, two of the adult friends speak
separately to a Grimshaw police officer.
When they get together later, one friend tells
the other that the police officer once played
hockey for their school team and that “a
Kitchener guy” broke his wrist in one game.
“Damn those Kitchener guys,” the other
man responds. “Damn them to hell!”
That ill feeling out of the way, the story
continues with ample twists and turns and an
ending that’s the trademark of all good thrillers.
Eugene McCarthy of Waterloo is a former
Waterloo Region Record court reporter.

NON-FICTION

Desperate efforts save two horses
THE RESCUE OF BELLE AND SUNDANCE:
A MIRACLE ON MOUNT RENSHAW
by Birgit Stutz and Lawrence Scanlan
(HarperCollins, 237 pages, $24.99 hardcover)
By Carol Jankowski

Henrietta died,
but her cells
became a boon
to researchers
THE IMMORTAL LIFE
OF HENRIETTA LACKS
by Rebecca Skloot
(Crown, 369 pages, $32 hardcover)
By Susan Koswan
Behind the perky face of the better
life from Drug X — that is, unless you
succumb to shortness of breath, dizziness, diarrhea or the big daddy of them
all, death — is a murky history of
questionable practices by doctors, researchers, profiteers and Big Pharma.
Having just finished reading an
unsettling expose on drug trials in the
U.S, I was intrigued by The Immortal
Life of Henrietta Lacks.
It is the story of how a poor, 31-yearold, black woman from the southern
states became the unwitting source of
cells that changed the face of medical
research. But it is also the personal
story of the horrendous impact on her
family.
Henrietta Lacks died of cervical
cancer in the 1950s. Her cervical cancer
cells were taken from her, without her
knowledge or consent, and became
known as HeLa cells. At the time, it was
common practice to name cells using
the first two letters of the donor’s name.
For years, doctors and researchers
had been struggling to find human cells
that would survive and thrive to use for
their research.
Henrietta’s cells not only were the
first to survive, “they were growing
with mythological intensity.”
In fact, HeLa cells were used to develop the polio vaccine, find cures for cancer and test the effects of the atom bomb
and they are still being used today!
Henrietta’s previously untold story
is not pretty and there are still huge
ethical and legal issues concerning
donor consent and ownership of human
cells and tissue.
Who should profit if cures are developed using “waste” human tissue that
has been excised from the living human
body? Should patient consent be necessary to perform research on excised
human tissue?
We live in a time where DNA code has
been cracked, biological materials are
being patented and competition for
profit trumps free-will sharing of research. What is the destiny of those bits
and pieces of tissue removed from us
during surgery or for testing?
This is American science writer
Rebecca Skloot’s first book. She has
established a scholarship fund for the
descendants of Henrietta Lacks. A softcover edition of her book is due in
March.
Susan Koswan of Kitchener is the author
of the novel 2080: The Return of Pareto.

The plight of two pack horses, abandoned without food or shelter and trapped by snow and ice
high in the Rocky Mountains of northeastern
Alberta, made headlines in December 2008.
Were it not for a handful of residents in the
remote community of McBride, 45 kilometres from
Mount Renshaw, they would have died without
notice. Instead, over eight days, rescuers battled
the cold as they shovelled a horse-width trench
through snow two metres deep, hoping to walk the
horses to a logging road a kilometre away.
The story is told by writer and horse trainer
Birgit Stutz, one of the first McBride residents to
join the rescue effort after snowmobilers found the
horses. Trapped in a space the size of a dinner
table, the animals huddled nose to tail, their backs

coated in ice, their tails all but
chewed off in their attempt to
draw protein from each other.
With the help of Kingston
journalist Lawrence Scanlan,
Stutz personalizes the rescue
effort, introducing readers to
the mindset of the independent locals who resisted calls
to shoot the horses rather
than prolong their suffering.
She is generous with credit for the snowmobilers who dug until dusk each day, all the while
knowing the horses might refuse to enter the
trench once it was ready. She also vowed to fight
the Edmonton lawyer who tried to claim his horses
once they had been retrieved. This true Canadian
story starts painfully and ends happily, a reassuring example of caring without personal gain in
what sometimes seems an insensitive world.
Carol Jankowski of Waterloo is a former editor at the Waterloo
Region Record and Grand magazine.

FANTASY

CHILDREN

TAATHE AND THE CREATURE OF THE STONE
BOOK 1: THE RIDDLE OF THE TELLING STONES
by Bruce Herchenrader
(Self-published, 405 pages, $21 softcover)

WORDS THAT START WITH B
by Vikki Van Sickle (Scholastic Canada,
208 pages, $8.99 softcover)

Your tongue will get a workout reading this fantasy
yarn by visual artist Bruce Herchenrader of Waterloo.
There are foreign-sounding names for an intriguing variety of imagined places, things, people, plants and creatures — all of which take some getting used to.
The main story opens with Taathe,
an 18-year-old Ibian, making her way
home to Tameraith on the island of
Ecrosia, riding on Bignn, her pet pugnuus. A pugnuus is a thick-legged
animal, about the size of a horse, but
with spiny protective covering.
Taathe has been away completing a
term of volunteer service, but is now
returning to her maas (mother) Bronwyn-Ocuu Bronwyn and her daas
(father) Brosch. Her one big concern is her bros (brother)
Paawke, who disappeared during a battle with troops from
Jjaa, a rival country across the Sea of Frerr Graagh.
Taathe’s worry is temporarily set aside when she encounters a “large . . . golden . . . flat . . . cat” that emerges
from a “telling stone” buried on a hillside above her route.
Flatcat, as the creature is called, has annoying habits —
calling Taathe “missy” is one of them — but also possesses
magical powers Taathe will rely on in the days ahead.
There will be violence and difficult physical challenges,
but also acts of courage and moments of great humour.
Herchenrader has completed two more books about
Taathe and a fourth is in the works. Readers challenged by
the language can consult the book’s extensive glossary of
Ecrosian words, name and phrases. There’s even a list of
battle commands for pugnuus that are trained for fighting.
The book is sold online (Chapters, Amazon) and at
Words Worth Books in Waterloo.
— Reviewed by Jon Fear, Record staff

Toronto writer Vikki Van Sickle’s
debut novel for children begins this way:
“I’m not the only one who loves Miss
Ross. Ferndale students spend their entire lives waiting to be in
her class.”
The story is engaging,
believable and features a
lot of dialogue. It’s Canadian and it touches
on contemporary issues
such as bullying and
bystanders.
Clarissa Delaney is a
Grade 7 student who starts September
NOT getting Miss Ross as her teacher.
Things roll down from there. Clarissa
lives near Benji, a super sensitive boy
who hangs around with girls. So instead
of being the cool kid, he becomes the
victim of the school bully.
Clarissa’s mother has a home beauty
salon. She is Benji’s idol and when he
finds out she has breast cancer, he writes
a beautiful essay about her. Clarissa’s
response is quite different: “Of all the
cancers in the word, my mother had to get
breast cancer.”
Every chapter in this book is labelled
with a word that starts with the letter B —
and the decision to do this is not overly
cheesy. This is a book with a happy ending and I recommend it as a delightful,
albeit predictable, read for children ages
9 to 14.
— Reviewed by Cindy Matthews

CHILDREN
HOW ZEBBY THE ZEBRA LOST HIS STRIPES
by Selu Mdlalose, illustrated by Jacqui Terry
(Vezani Publishing, $7 boardbook)
It all starts when a playful little zebra named
Zebby gets caught up splashing in muddy puddles
after a heavy rain. Later, he suddenly realizes that
his familiar black and white stripes are gone.
So Zebby goes on a mission with friends to find
out where they’ve gone.
Author Selu Mdlalose encorporates shapes,
colours and patterns into this African tale of identity lost and found, illustrated by Zimbabwe-born
artist/illustrator Jacqui Terry of Kitchener.
This is their first book in a series for children

two to six. It’s available in
English but also in the African
languages of Shona, IsiNdebele
and Setswana, so Canadianborn children of African parents can connect with their
parents’ homelands.
Terry will sign books at a
Bring on the Sunshine African
heritage event set for Family
Day, Monday, Feb. 21, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Forest Hill
United Church, Kitchener. The book will be sold at
Chapters Kitchener after Feb. 25 and is available
through the publisher at www.vezani.com
— Reviewed by Brenda Hoerle
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Lukas Habel (right) is a Grade 5
student at New Dundee Public
School and often reads books
together with his mother, Cindy,
and brother, Ben. Below are his
thoughts about the 2010 Let’s
Read book:
CHOCOLATE RIVER RESCUE
by Jennifer McGrath Kent
(Nimbus, 108 pages, $8.95 softcover)
“I thought Chocolate River
Rescue was a great book full of
adventure.
“Two brothers, Craig and
Shaun, and their friend Tony find
themselves stuck on an ice flow.
A young girl, Petra, and her dog
join the rescue and also become
stranded. The kids have to work
together to try to come up with
ways to stay warm and let people
know where they are.
“We liked reading the book
together so much that we have
also read the sequel, White Cave
Escape.”
Let’s Read is a family literacy project administered by area public
libraries and the Project Read Literacy Network (Waterloo-Wellington)
that encourages parents and caregivers to read books with children. In
2010 families were encouraged to
read Chocolate River Rescue. The
2011 selection will be announced this
summer. Family Literacy Day will
be celebrated Sunday, Jan. 30 at
Conestoga Mall in Waterloo (11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.) with guest readers, activities for children and music by Erick
Traplin. Find event details at
www.projectread.ca. The Let’s Read
program has a blog at www.letsreadwaterlooregion.blogspot.com
l

Booksmarks
l Today: 1to 4 p.m. at Chapters Waterloo. Clinical psychologist Alicia Hendley will be signing copies of her novel,
A Subtle Thing.

Saturday, Feb. 5: 2:30 p.m. at
Words Worth Books, Waterloo. Hear
Donna-Marie Pye, author of Canada’s Slow Cooker Winners, a cookbook.

l

Bestsellers
Based on sales by 250 independent Canadian
booksellers for the week ending Saturday,
Jan. 22. Bracketed figures indicate number of
weeks on the list.
Hardcover fiction
1 (37) The Girl Who Kicked The
Hornet’s Nest - Stieg Larsson
2 (21) Room - Emma Donoghue
3 (22) Freedom - Jonathan Franzen
4 (48) The Help - Kathryn Stockett
5 (19) Fall of Giants - Ken Follett
6 (13)The Confession
John Grisham
7 (16) Our Kind of Traitor
John le Carre
8 (11) Full Dark, No Stars
Stephen King
9 (7) Dead Or Alive - Tom Clancy
10 (12) Towers of Midnight - Robert
Jordan & Brandon Sanderson
Hardcover non-fiction
1 (13) Life - Keith Richards
2 (18) Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk:
A Modest Bestiary - David
Sedaris & Ian Falconer
3 (17) At Home: A Short History
of Private Life - Bill Bryson
4 (18) The Daily Show with
Jon Stewart Presents Earth
(The Book) - Jon Stewart
5 (16) The Vinyl Cafe Notebooks
Stuart McLean
6 (21) The Tiger - John Vaillant
7 (16) Changing My Mind
Margaret Trudeau
8 (39) SH*T My Dad Says
Justin Halpern
9 (9) Atlantic - Simon Winchester
10 (10) Tough Guy - Bob Probert
TBM Bookmanager

